MODERN   ARCTIC   EXPLORATION
than real joinery. As a result of the experience gained
on former expeditions, each man had his own little room;
and besides these there was a big common-room, a
laboratory, a workshop and a wireless room. In the out-
houses there was space for gear and tools and reserve
provisions, skis, sledges and dogs; and in a special built-
on shed was the electric-light plant. Naturally electric
light is laid on all over the house. Not only is it the best
light to work by, but it is also cheap, clean and handy,
and not the least of its advantages is that it reduces the
danger of fire, which for such an isolated station would
be disastrous. The electric current is used also for the
big wireless installation which is included in the outfit.
In this way the men remain in continual communication
with the outside world, and the fact that they can amuse
themselves with American and European broadcast pro-
grammes is not without importance. The food is as
varied as modern canning can make it, and everything
possible is done to obtain as comfortable working con-
ditions for the scientists as possible. There are Green-
landers attached to the station, to look after the big dog-
teams, and to initiate the explorer into the mysteries of
the art of handling the sledges. The stations are sup-
posed to be visited every year and the men relieved, but
provisions for at least two years are always stored, in
case ice prevents the arrival of the relief-ships.
Naturally the existence of such a winter-station is of
enormous importance in the survey of any region. For
one thing, the scientist and his equipment are brought
right to the spot, and he no longer has to battle his way
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